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Aid Gilleit's

Six whiskey
distilleries are
among its many
attractions

By Larry Olmsted

108 weitim 2024 WHESKY ADWOCATE

URT GOLLINS

b s =whiskeey v l™ evokes plac-

1 5 i
e e Scorland and hn:.‘,iun.'Lf-. &0 ir's |

understandable that Fort Callins, Cal

ofmlo wonild fot codse o ikl But |

this charming small clry, nestled |n the
foodhills of the Bockies about &% miles
noeth af Denvers, © bame g0 seven hiskiy
disrilleries. It slso has the seate’s higpest whis

ke bar, as well

s iintallery tasting rooms and

restmirants amd hass with greal e amsd dicp

liszz. There's even 5 rencvwned antizanal choe- | €

alatier packimg whiskey info swords
Biit cven Bedore adult beverages hocame 3

huge attraction here, there were myrisd

A WHISKY
LOVER'S TOWN

redsnng 1o vissl Fort Calliss, fram ils proxim-

Iy 1o Rocky Moumain Marlonal Park, to s
r

| rival food-frienddy college town, Boulder, and

Bar Dl Town, #is charming, pedestrianized

: dermiowm with easy scoess inall 1}'.|||;.:'~ ailiL:
towrs, imc T imgg bike aped hiking paths stari-

e gt i the gty contes, Th g lar

| Powdre River Trail runs over 10 miles from

| O0ld Torwm inba the western foothills and easi-
g e plain ol Fort Calligs and travels might

downibcn. Heer & Bike Tours runs
‘ trips worldwide but offers hike restals here,

| allievisg pwosihesded sell-gusded vesds

city's craft Breweries— Mew

| someof g
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Eelgium and Odell =it along the erafl within
one mibe of each other. It was the oraft brow-
ing e-raze that first pul Fiet Collins on ke
map & a Xl-phus destinstion and coday there
are more than 30 lecal breweries and a cou-
el chderies amd wineries, Endsy i the
heart of Old Town. It's als s vibrant coflege
tern; Codorado Sate Undversaty even affers a
|||.1.,"h,'|.' in ferswaration scienee, All this s
the sage for the larest trend: whiskey, whis
ey, anid meore whishey.

Yewur fiest atep should be The Whiskiehy,
one of the mation’s best specialty bars, in 0
Terwm, Tha selection here is enormicus amd
grining, sow at over 3,000 bibels, asd like
musch of Fort Cofling, prices are extremely
reascnable, Exterior sigrage boasts “Ciloea-
s Largest Whiskie)y Seloerion” but there
ia nothing even remsoiely pretentions here, as
it foeks ke a meighborhood pub, ose that just
happens to hive thousands of chifees, 1n's
narrow ard deep, with a long marble-topped
Dar anad eiver 30 stonds amd booths oppesine
that. A mare ofen speakeasy-syle roam with
a karge U-shaped bar is hidden im the back.

U omly om weekemds, it ofers all those
whiskica his an g spieis fogus (S00-plus
seleetionsh The Whisk(ely's thick mesu has
a page o the style amd produsction rules for
v h cabigory, incleding lmuirksn (T,
soatch (7001, Irtsh (nesrly 1500, amd several
adilitional sub-categories (Classic Cask, Ex-
chusivg Mabs, Gorlos & MacPhail, and bt
natory, esch with sround 100 aptions). There
are nearty J00 rves. mose than 200 "Ameri-
e Mon-Bourkon, Meai-Rye,” and an entire
section forthe Buffalo Trace Single Oak Pral.
et Yertical, with every edigion fram |
IJlﬁmHh 193, each £50,7,5 o, ) ]!m] 1 WEATIL B
o glokal, they have whiskies from Australia
andl Tasmania, Belgium, New Tealamd, South
Africa, Sweden, Talwan, asd Feance, |I|LL'\-| 1
frevm Enidia and more tham 490 from Japan

MO winTin 2008 WHISKY ADVOCATE

Th priciost ogetics s Welles 107 bram 1962
a8 SLADH, bt the vast majority are far more
uffordable with many under 310, from basics
like Bigbeir bozrbsan a8 37 1o sore csolere
ak = Eden Charred Dak s1 59 In scotch ic's

hard to spend maore than $550—a bargain
EnEn e B many Fists—aes] 1kt LS i A
32 vearald Cosvalmsare. There are mot many
places where you can sip Ardbeg 10 year ofd
e $12 ara 12 vear el secch of sy kind foe
unider 810 { Aberfeldv, 29}, There are eight
private harmels that retage bat recently in-
ehaded Siellam, Yoeal 0bd BAL Hq:[h Wes,
Redemption, Hulfalo Trace, and Yelowstone.

| p—— e —
Esvriv i

-
e = L e - o

A sivsharre] flight is just 524, and they alss
have Van Winkle 10, 12 15, 300 and 25 year
ks, prriced from $50 1o S200, 1 1]t s s
epoagh, speclalty cockeails sre excellent, and
tha well pour for an D8 Fashioned or Man-
hagran ks FOLF chilee of Old Fosester e of
Evan Willisms botiled im bond bourbon

1T that was the anly whiskey-focused spot
i nowens b weslid bee a lor, bug irs not. Nessky
Social is ome of the most popular cocktail
Bars around, with a speakeasy vibe—though
quite large—and a menu of charcarerie
baards and small plates. 185 whisky lisg has
sections for Codorada-made, rve, amd bour-
ke, plus ather American and Canadian,
Irish, Japanese. seotch, and warld whiskies,
f:iirl:r priced. A9 vear okl 10 e from
Calorsdn’s Woody Ureek is $9/1.5 o2, 1res
lamd's Knappogue Castle 12 vear obd single

| el ix 510, ansd Suntory Hihiki Harnwsy §13

The high-end imchsdes Highland Park 25 year
ok (2100) and am “American Whiskey Re-
serve” |ise with ufl'rrlh,p like Farker's Herl-
uage 24 vear old ar S84, Whisky cocknils are
excellemt and atarg af just ander 510,

ld Toww's ﬂt‘ﬂ‘ anid Baker s oo of the
st beloved local restaurans, fram brunch
tualinmer, with a causal cafe and goaarmiet
enarket dowestalrs snd The Cache, 8 fine
dinirg chaphouse, above. 1t in & restored
warly 1900 gristeill with a dog-frienilly patio,
Tes 130 wbiksklies eonstlrune & somald [ in diis
awn, bait include hard -to-find Blumioss,

L

T

o

GEVHLLET SCEERT BILLILSY

HOTOHE SEDASTHM

TG WAL IO TO BORWIHI
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By 5T BSL

DHDOETL: &

akng with Vam Winkle Famnily Reserve X vear
wld {5R5,% e}, 15 yeur wld (500, and 200 year

old (5000}, They collaborased with 00 Ef on
a private label singhe harred (318)

|'.n.'.n:| em American slegle malis (Soranahan’s,
High West. Westland, etc ). The priciest op
v in Mlacallan Reflexiom at 5250, while
hudzer-fr u.':'n."j- !IFF.'\I|L'.-|."E!\.:«.1L'||.-;;"| Wesr
hourtomn (5121

Just ahout every goml restanrant in Foey
Codline has sn impressive whisky Hse, in
cluding Ace Gillett's Lounge & Ssipper
Cludb, 3 rrendy place hweatid 1w ghe haseme
of the city's first boutigue hotel, The Armes
strong ¥

fried chicken and Coldor

-usmed on Anerican classics, from

|k hiifgers g

shirinsp and gries, it hss domestic spiries to
match, with mere than 30 American whis-
Ll':n, including Four Foses & s well pour.

The Elizabeth Watel (= Fort Calling's

nieweal boitique spd, part af Marrsait's
-".||[|||;|'.'a|I|L Callepthon for LIII'\-I.‘:'IIL' ||h.|-:"\r|'|-
dent hotels that dan't fit into brand baxes. It
has a snusie Ehise, with a live s isic, bormta-
blies Im all the rooens, 3 viend lending |II'.'J|:|
andd even high-qualisy loaner instruments. It
atsn has I’.l'lprlri-rn an glovated American
hisare and !l,l':illjn biax, the 1----|‘:.|p Bumsed
Lownge (try the 215 Calorado Campfire,
with Male High Spir
lpcal SBtromgwater orange hitiers, ssaoked
chestnug syrup, and cinmamos suzar) and

liv music vinpe Magse Rat (iry the S14 Fig
Around, made with Elijah Craig bourbon,
hlnngr
arange Baners), both with salid shiskey sad
cosckremil lists. These two hotels are the citv's
{og chwices, bt in O Ten

its Firgsiche bogiphon,

egro amarno, kemon, g and KBegan's

Many area desnllenies are sustasnsdaliry-fo-
cused, use local ingredients, and tend tn e

AT FUR ssian projecis, W hile most
don't tours, many Jo have tasting
rescrris. and will give Bonrs g regueest, mak-
ing fioe & nesore [nadividwalized L"l.|k‘|'irl1h:. The
st convenient i CopperMuse in 01
Turwns, whieh outgrew it space sl moved ns
wtills offsite. What rensains is 2 bar and
restaurant shawveasing their products, mchasl-

1if s kews (howrban, steaight malr,
White Tie, and Pested), seasonal '-[‘I!.'I.\\.I whis
Ry, and rodating whiskers distilles] from
hozal crafi hrews. Just acris the seroe i
Nuance Chocolate, producing what they

claim to b Arwrica®

larpesd selection of

g bean-1o-bar choeolites s

.‘!IIIHII.'-IIi

“Epiri Sorion” olbers whiskey-inlused ¢hogao-
lazess, Bk & P09 cacse dark chocolste from
Ghana infused with Denver-based Leopold

I} Ratch (5H

et Collims amd |'||.'|,.;|||‘\u|'||'|,-.:
Loweland is Rosot Shoot Malting. a centu
ry-oddl Easnily Tarm cthat recently shifhed 1@
fll‘mlm.‘ll!;.l: artieam) BT fiar baew 1.4 and
distilling. and sdled a stage-of - the-art mal-
ang ey, © I':'u'rf.‘.l" N W grony bee
EOATIE AT RO kieed ol hes Crage,” says
Toumder Todd (lander. 1t a key addition to

is

ahie el o i g supply sade, bug i regeitly
Eeeggan prodiseing btz awn 4 vear old American
single malt, made Trom seesd to botile within
A0 giles, They grow ths Erakn, Eal i, and
conersct distill ic ar Coloradn’s Boulder Spir
iis, Bt available in bocal ligpeor stores (563
and at The \".'||:».L2l.'|:h

Grain-to-glias is a hallmark of the Fort

WHISKY ADVOCATE wiTis 2ozs T

2/2


Logan VonBokel

Logan VonBokel


Colling disilling sceme, and masny producers
geronw g haeir oown corn and whieat or have it
grown localh (rutssde of T Toown are noee
disillers, imcheding sptly named Seed &
Spirit Distilling. which farms it owm grains
aml malts en-sive. They have a tasting reom
anid offer highly personalized behind-he-
soeTHrs Bours upon regoest, subject to mail-
:R*!ilil::r.Thry‘rului! tligir |‘1r|ulu.ﬁ fireen 2 HOGR
Abrstream trailer outside ibe distiflery, inan
insdustrial park otssde dewmiown, and they
cam also be founsd in hars and stores llhrr'lue;ll-
it Coloradn. Seed & Spirkt grows hedrloom
carn o it Expedition bourbsan, bat it signa-
mire i‘lludm.'l |s Whizeal, & bemd of dissllbed
mzave nectar and three-grain whiskey which
i8 then elisgilbed agaim; o whiskey,'mie-
L‘.ll-:-e‘.!.IL' [HE LR

014 Elk i= the highest profile plaver,
Phaigh its prodhacts are cosdract <istilled in
Indisgns. They are planning i bulld a new
diztillery, ani do their barrel aging blesding,
anl bontleng in Fart Colling, They eperaie a
very nbee tasting room in CHd Town, The
Bemerve, servieg upscale bar food, cockiails,
mivl egasional live musk, Their s in-
cludes foasr core H]‘ll:-hl.'f.i {burhin, whested
hiwrksn, ree, and seraight wheat) plas Mas-
bes Sories relrases dmd ~|i|||,|_|r cask AT
sion. A detaibed menu explyins the recipe.
production. aml Faver profle of every spirs,
il hes alfer ||i|¢|il!'| {enfe Iilll.'llr, Shh, oF
fosur Masters Serjez, 5210, and cockeails, like
the Rlackberry Bourbon Mint Smash (3123
wich tHd FIk bosarbaon, e, hl.ﬂ‘LIH‘li:r, i,
anid simeple syrap

M2 winrin 2029 WHISKY ADVOCATE

Whiskey lovers will slso delight in visiis
to Edevation 2003 Distillery (casting room
arl ||n-||_-i1i|;|||l|:.‘ raf i) aid Mokl Moun-
taim Mstillers (1asting room end privace
tosrs by request), bat i vou can only get to
i Taskivg fosam i Fort Collins make
KOO Mstilery - and leave plenty of time.
Theeir mad-acientist approach results in
many products, including imiced releases
fouand only here.

Eum by Swims winemaker Sebastien Gavil-
lest, PR = OO CXPETIERETL a8 Ag
different woods, lots of small (5- 30 pallon)
harrels for (aster aging. and elaborate, cus-
I-:-ml.mhln.'.apu{u.'llgr made stille Thr':\‘ll‘lﬂu
several types of whiskey in addition to gin,
rien, vindka, and branelies, more than 56
prowducts kn all, including spins on amaro
aml Fermet. They have their own farm in
wenters Calorado, and grow native e
corn, fralts for brasdy, and grapes for vodks
Whiskeys inchude Bourbon L an ancommaon
VNS urn rcipe, sangle male, amd 95-100%
rye. Bourbon 11 (75% corn, 21% rve, and 4%
barlev)h was featured im “Siar Trek: Ficard™
ol has become 3 Trekkbe cult callecihle, so
much =0 thar they hised o concest o allocaie it
anil ot enore than 10000 entrices, [is four-

Erdan w||:l.|;.'ry‘ -] .IFL'-II Ir Enamy ki ks ool bar-
rels, ineluding mam, sherry, bourkan, and
nirw oak, then blended. Almost everything is
available for vasting and sale; they have
cockeails, snd will do imformal persomal
tosars suhject to availahility, midvweek being
best. 10y Nke oo calk dissillieg, chis & the
place. B

Tha Elirabeth Heke

Bars & Restawrants

Ace Cillletts, The Armstrong Hoted
Nt froaghiod o oos

The Emporium, The Elizsheth Hogel

erttperrmmiionlio s
Ginger amd Raker pirgeromdbabenonm

Magle Rat Live Muske, The Elizabeth Honel
theelizabothoolerado com

Boelal socialfrtcolline com

Sumnnet Lotsgs, The Eliabeil Halel
rcelizabyheoloradond

The Whiskioky towhiskiyfeoom

Hodwls

Thee Armatrong Wotel ifoarmetreghetel com
Thee Ellzabeib Hogel theellzaberbeolmradocom
Distflieries and Tasting Rooms
Copperhilluee coppormtine.cos

Elevation 8005 olranoniiodcam

Mobh Meuntalm mokbmemmiaincom

WO Dlﬂmﬂ, novoedia ilery.onm

Dl Bl The Reserve ol ek com

Seed & Spirdt seedondpiritdistillingoom
OHkar

Boer & Blke Tours heeramdbiberoure com
Riianee Chatolale finineoiossie o

Huance Chicols

mars

T TR DADD
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